The First Congregational Churlg
December 2011

Friends:

As most know by now, |l have resignegd nm

the First Congregational Church of |[Mad

As this is the high season for steward
being formed, | also know that many of us hay k
financial commitments to the church.
Do you realize how many wars have been fough 0 V
Reformation? Aside from the issue of salvatign t
the Pope overr aRosmendgs pfounidci es (the sale of injdul
of St. Peterds) .
Money is still one of the touchier subjects or
completely separate from economic and | ifestyle
the church i n the | ate fall, no matter whatof§ gc
I nterestingly, Jesus never minced words on the s
how we use our money or our financial and mafler.i
Luke and the first few chapters of the Book f o/
Everything we have belongs to God and the chyrct
OQur church operates on a budget, and if you @are
support it Not because the church needs yolUr
of our | ife as a Christian family. When youlljoi
you said you would do. Our church can only make
evemgmber is providing their spievetuvglgnédd.fijnan
Your pledge card is an opportunity to supporifg tfF
music, outreach to the community and worl dé h e
I n the end, giving to the ministry of Godds ghur
we wantsbout Goddbés will being done; itdés aboujt G
I n 1620, our spiritual ancestors took a phys|cal
that had no shelter or food waiting for them L
was no going back. The trip i hed for
for that matter, who has tak:¢ lust
I n the spirit of Thanksgi Vvi nt B IS
safety and happiness during 1 : JAVA
I hope to see you soon.
Christopher Nichol s
Sr . Pastor
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The First Congregational Church of Madison
United Church of Christ
26 Meetinghouse Lane, Madison, CT
(203) 245-2739
Email: mainoffice@fccmadison.org
Web Site: fccmadison.org
CALL TO ANNUAL BUDGET MEETI NG
the active members of the First Congreg
Pursuant to the rules of the Qhur
The AnnualMeBeutdignegg of the First Congregatfli on:
wi || be held on Sunday, Decembe 1:
in the Meetinghouse i mmediately foll gwin
1. Act upon the proposed budget for Curreint E
as submitted by the Church Council
2 . Receive the report of the Member ship Clommi
for the members of the Stewardship Commi|llssi
3. Motion: Moved by petition to hold a Vofte (
Rev. Dr. J. Christopher Nichol s,
Senior Pastor of the First Congregati onafl C
4. Act wupon any other business that may pllope
of the Church.
Attest : Kim Mal col m, Clerk of thle Ct
Dated: November 22, 2011
oA wel coming and inclusive spiritual communi ty|] an
A MESSAGHROM YOUR STEWARDSHIP COMMISSION
Pl edges continue to come in significantl y|lbetl
and our target for this year. At th|s$3w4r5|t0|0n(|)g W €
was the final numbelrf itnh & hcoeu r2rOelnlt bturfi= : $|, o]
income will not be sufdndéeentmitoi mal | e v e
And, since personnel costs are abouf our
that inevitably we will have to makic. pFocust |1 d T
OQur current projected 2012 defu:aui;edf appll oxi
by three main factors: declining balances injfour
rent, and greatly reduced pledges. Member s off ¢t
of thesetbauplksdge total. At this point therg ar
from 2011 who have not yet pledged for 2012. || We
and if you will. The only certainty is that |[|f t
and dramatically, we wil/ have to reduce empllf oye
Our church rules state that one of the dufli es
and its benevolent outreach by financial <conftrik
the principles of Chnlstthnssaegaondshi meofor||all
about what it means to be a Christian, and tlo ft
The future of the First Congregational Chiir ct
The Stewardship Commi ssi on
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2011EDGES

| f you need to check the st _Z
pl ease call MarRaidad 39t exd . at2 )
Thank you for your support.

201 FFORIKNGBVEL OPES

|l f you requested offering envelopes o
for pickup in Hubley Hal/l

I f you are not able to get t
Marci a St e&nmd 7819 2
Contributions received in th
2012 pledge unl ess
Pl ease mark your

Thank you fo

r

To stay in the I oop fo

simply send a messagent@ nig

GROUMEETI&®hr oughout the yearSulGROWPNI
5:17patm.l,ocati ons announced -ndauirli ngnad h
LEADERSHERMEVeTlyur sday at &: §g7pum. of st
the Church House for fellowship, food
GROUP eviAlInlt sinterested students are w

CoNFI RMATII®ONa meanilnognfgula dvyeenatrur e f or hi
|l eading toward active membership 1 n t
To participate, simply participate 1in
more inf.ormation.

SILVERKE Our annual Christmas Weekend G
Friday, Dec. 2 returning Sun. Dec. 4.
of fice to sign up. I f there i s snow

Money and permission slips dcwd |byoMdn

Fun evenings of groupiagmdnefsqod!i sses s g
hel p you grow closer to God an

Any high school student is

church membership is n

make sure youmaairle loins tojl

e

4

n

e
3
S
0
h
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ay1
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CoOMEANDJOI W THEFUNANDFELLOWSHI P
CoOFFEHOUR-EVveryone is invited to Coffee Hou alc h
conveniently scheduled between services. Mo f e
people, chat with friends, réehd abonmiuddre #gin U |
boards, grab a cup of coffee or tea, anc t| de
me mber s .

ADVENBRUNCHOUTr entire church family 1 s i nSwintdeady [t O

Decemb'dat 411: 0 aHurbl ey Hal | Our Fell owshi

egg cassanclage,, and cOonnaGbinl dtues. & Yolut h

will organize Christmas crafts for thellkic

occasiNar'hlaln Bayreuther will accompany |us

Santa Claus may make a guest abpearanceg!
FAMI LICHRI STM2AROLI N&lI | ages of children a. @ .GC S al
go Chri st masWVNedaresldiaryg D' te mb:e3 0 p. m.| At e
i $hursday, De)cWenbwir| Btmeet in Hubl ey ins O al
nei ghborhood siagliingc tpiw® Ishoardoh & f o0 o0 ( : and
up back in Hubley Hall for cookies g &5 N O C ¢

DECEMBEIRE . BCEMBEIRT Ye Olde Meetinghouse Fair

CALLI AGLWOMENMFOURCHURCH a

The Womends Lea 2
Annual Chri st mg:

Decsfatl 2: 00 p. m. i|n

There wil/l be fest]| P,

and delicious cookf|Thanks to all of yBlu -

tea. So please comyecaros Ol de Meeti nfdfhor

'n addition there Wgyuccess! You can gflsé

and shop for some Dlgp the back. We espleci

nNFairo 1 tems. acknowl edge Laurie||Sat
Stone, and Wally Stjon:
Cli mportant hel p. ThRe® |
dgroup assisted I n t|
Ulget the meetinghoufsle |
dayobds event s.
For over 60 years (tlhe
has earned funds tihr o
support their annufl a
donate to selected||co
Patty Holdridge & |Hor
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| THI MONT& OPPORTUNI FRGEMADUL MI NI STARYEDUCATI ON |
IMen's Breakflaesd@yomornings 7:00 a. m.|[|in
| \ Church HOame . meet with fellow memn o
Il\é‘}%ﬁ di scussion oAl IGome s aVIoedl'nV|ted| F
| News==cont act the church office.

IWo menos Bi bAlel SMmountdeyn ar e Welco |

[ Join us in the fPraomh e 0CBEamMFT |

|A great way to end your week! /KOEMENDs |

e e e e e e J
!ONGOII\Q}JTREA@ROGRAMn order to further enhancel|t he
iChurch, we designate the Plate Coll

ections ffom
lo L Outreach Anirsesproensentative of the Outlrea
utreach \Ministty\ g s oyt the designated mission during|a ¢

= e~
@ The Pl ate CoIIeucntdieosnisgniantceldudceasahl/lcoi!ns
- any checksdehatfaed with thr hhlheneM®)@®o t h
of the check. (Pledges will continue to be dfce,
|pledge envel opes or by cbackhwil MambPl edge”™ pr |

THEDES| GNAMEDS S| OONRDE CEMBEIRT HI FA| RIAVERARENDSI MI_STRY

!Fair Haven Parents" Ministry is a faith basdf s
iindividuals and families in the New Haven arga
-Services include job training and referral, !suml
|distribfuotoido.n Tonfese services are designed to @ssi
-needs as wellseek |l ong term solutions to implove
|conditions of poversuyféandiencguragthge semimunj ty
.wor k coordinator, will be with us on Decembe]r 1
o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e — —
CHRI STMASOMI NG
Outreach Commi ssion is asking you, members alnd f
Fair Haven Parents@&hMistmasysedasiong t Weswi | | h a\
through out the month of November on a bull eltfin
with ornaments that wil.l have a childdéds name|,| ac
an ornament, sign that you took a certain chfifl d¢
church by the end of November. Mr . Chat man, |our
the gifts off early in December. So, we are |maki
We are asking you to buy an article of <c¢loth|liing,
educational (suggestions include books S
your gifts in a bag with the chil dbs name
paper so that the parents can wrap the| gi/f
Thank you for making the childrends Chri st
Pl ease contact Van2d48&83Bal ban€Emnéey4-8B40B Mk
for any additional informatdfon Look |for




Hereds where to get the | ate
church! For even more information, call Nathan at: (2ZDB324éxt.

Music
Corner

HANDBELL ROTATI ON FOR CHRI STMAS EVE %@M
L O

You are invited to play handbell s f
The ringing of bells is a wonderful
wishing to play for Christmas Eve i
never played handbells before. The
at |l east three of the four rehearsa\\H
The rotation is as foll ows:
-Tues. Nov. 29t h, 7: 30 pm: pract
-Tues. Dec. 6th, 7:30 pm: pract.i
-Tues. Dec. 13th, 7:30 pm: practi
-Tues. Dec. 20th, 7:30 pm: practi
-Sat . Dec 24t h, 10: 00 pm PLAY |

| NTERFAITH THANKSGI VI NG RECAP

On Sunday, November 20th, members of the Adu
Thanksgiving service held at the Christian S
several different choirs fr ®Pmatylteeg arfed haarkg @
Heal ey Wowl dahasak We aAnd Xwhn Godwt t bedBeauty o
Special thanks to Frank Dodd of Guilfordés C
UPCOMI MBS C AT THE MEECHRIGHDMAE CONCERTS
ltés a busy time of year here
RUSIC AT THE MEETINGHOUSE exciting concerts to which yo
them down on your <calendars.
Sunday, Dec. 4th, 4: w0 tgm:AnSlted rae ICil renmd sl
Sunday, Dec. 11th, 4:(R0A @Bme:it tMadiChamcceBG Hol
Saturday, Dec. 17th, 4: 00WpmteMa@BGosoar Cul tur
Sunday, Dec. 1Meshs iwa/lt ® Ot l[pen: New Haven Symphon

SING WITH THE ADULT CHOI R FOR CHRI STMAS EVE!
As in past years, anyone who would |i ke to s
Eve service is welcome to start attendinn Th
in the Chap&:I!145 rpm 7:I11bt erested s

start attending no | ater than Thi / 2
The choir wildl be presenting sevi

Craig ColUuhd negd®drsai hbgautiful and n .\ @ e
tells of the spiritual hunger f el 1
fast anSt ajroydawl@not her recent add % f
music |ibrary that will also be gy 1
on Sunday, December 18t h. Mu c h mt,C.HBIS.-.r.uMé§ EVE!.
We hope youdmwliddseg oget uisn touch with Nathan
for you. Thank you!
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The First Snow Talent Show!!!!
Saturday, Decembéf 2:00 p.m., Hubley Hall

through Senior High, share their talents!!!
We 6 | | have musicians, singers,
Suggested donation $10 for adults, $6.00 for students
This is a fundraiser hosted by the Senior High Youth Group
to support their future mission trips.

| mportant dates to know:
Thursday'," 4D®®ipsm80 OipDm ess Rehear sal

Come enjoy an evening of entertainment as the FCC youth, ages 4 " grade

Il nviting ybuatbeaghsodgh Senior Hig
Calling all voices, musicians, co0me
xyl ophonists or any other God

Il nterested in particiipateiemoe?l 4 GoniediAlP
Pl ease include your name, age an

Saturday'T NowQpmOshow (acts arr.i

-

Co
N o

De

n o-

3]

n
\Y

5D S T

O M/ dni g IChristas Eve Pdgeant

tinuing Rehear sal Schedul 4
embkr TPWesday; 0B:iHum.l ey Ha
Gradéss'h

ember 6t h, TT7Tu@dDdighum.I5ey3 OH a
Prekgradei6:30 p. m.,

48 radeiB: 30pm

ember 13th,iTTueddpMegmtbhbhngbouseAShna
Pl ease, remember that snacks and b

e mb et T2u0e s d ayi,7 :50:0000mpdne r €Alolf tages

gesary
e

Children of all ages are invited to particip
next weeKBWNdvdu2®ng Sunday School i n Decembe
peaki ndgprearktisn.g parts are gear ed ,t cowar d hcefr
opportunities to participate no matter what

verage

Pizza and To3@uees!rehear sal in the Sanct

ember a4t ur day, 4iUnhSpemcRrodmpttlo get cost un
5:00/pOMmri st mas Eve Family Service include

will need any available adults to help
s i s a wonder f ulConfeunbet raa dpiatritomfati tECC.
rs in Faith & Fun,

Lunn & Nathan Bayreuther

Il unn @f c c mMmabdai ysroenu.tohregr @f ccmadi son. or g

r

e

(

J

At e

iel &
h g e
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CONTEMPORAVYWRSHISERVI CE

N BARI MGIDPRAI SIQURLORDIOGETHER
11:

and musi ci ans wh o Iead t he
are displayed on a ar?‘

Chapel

Traditional Service along

45 am to 12: 30 pm Sund
The service begins with a Pr a

song. The |l yrics and i lrat

Pastor Rev. Chri s Nlchmﬁs el
inspiring message as he“‘dté%
Wi t

(

FROMIHEWORSHICOMMI SSI ON

December 11, 2011 is our Annual (
which will take place i mmediately
We encourage all of our Contemporjal
the 10: 00 A. M. service which will |[fg
volunteer members from both serviie
Nat han Bayreuther and feature mus|c
rFrom Rev. Chad#i s Nichol s | ]
Are you Wek ayl ways hope that your I!\
|church brings you spiritual enc 2
frieMysdoor is open to you i f ycwp
. & COUNSELING
Iproblem or crisis that you ar e Ggisourcesi/S
'spiritual questions or crisis, we wil/]
-of financial c¢challenges, there are fuhn
food, etc. Il n the case of other issue
-health issues, or substance abuse prop
needs. :
' ‘" Feel free to call me or Rev. Bq
. or come by the church office.
e e e e e e e e e e — e — et — e
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AR Sunday, December 18

3:00 6 5:00 p.m.

We will celebrate
ﬁﬂ“ﬁ Rev. Ni chol sd wonder f ull
the

and wish him and his family well

m as they begin a new chapter in their lives!
Watch for more details!!

Holiday Giving Opportunity

At Christmas time, the Women's Lgag
gifts to support t hCeonmsycvhil dteryi dipmsa
Most of the patients have been apan
recei ve Weo cganf Bsdlopy,. i s a | ist of |[su
T of acceptazlwleptradbn AR bdxmsil l be oUts
Main Office for your donations. No
Mends andiswbmenés socks, sweatshirts|)| sl
sposthiirltasr ger si zes are best; fleece (bl a
Al so appreciated are art supplies, puzzl
( No sharp items, glass containers, belt:
Thank Goodu.Bl ess. And Merry Christmas tp a

- . . . - —_— . . . . .  — — — —

N WORSHIORWEDNESDAY

I Worship Al'l are invited to WOW on Wed
N I * 7: 30 p. m. i n the Chaplel
I 'Cel ebrating. Christmag|"
: Our Director of Music Ministryy N
I will play your Christmas carol repgue
The service will include special !mus

! I f you would |Iike to share a poenm|
or play a musi cal instrument , please emaill Al
I I f you need a ride, please contact t|1e c
n f

After the service we wil/| connect wi t
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LAYCARI NMI NI STRY
Thank you, FCC y
AiDriving Miss Grace. 0 That; c{;f%lgw t he
affectionately refers to an on —“.Ministry ggt -
tional Church Chauffeurs (FCCC). The |cha
bers who volunteer to drive homebound |co
meetings, or medical appointments. Qur

a Vvibrant anydeagdrédcl ady WBo, i n her yolunge

roll er skates with her husband. She |was

i ncluding serving meals to the Men Over

family and has no one nearby.

' | Grace Iis not homebound, but E
year s, has been in a nursing
ey February 2011. So that Grface

ot her frequently, FCC chautffe
Grace to Durham each Tuesday
afternoon. On a recent trijp,
she could thank Athese wonder
take money, and gas IS soflexp
i nclude her thanks in thig|ar
how grateful she feels. Grace
and thanks to Boyd and

Bar bar a, Carol , Cindy, Hel ena, Kris and |

Your | ittle act of Kki-diidsnteasnsc eh ell opvse kaefefpp itrl

May we al |l be so blessed in our golden vy

Car ol Robbins, Lay |Car |

Checkit' 2t el Vy?

%9&!!

FCCMADI SON.Har/r&@ you

Youol
regul ar emai l
t he Meetinghou

Il f i
noti f
s e

nd |

News

checked
nks
i cati on
and

t
o 1

SO

—_

ﬂ#'c‘

HELP US HELP YOU

I f you or a family member is ih
at home or the hospital,
pl ease call Rev. NIXBRBEH so-hli-O020 3)
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XTI

In Recognition of
Our Longstanding Members

19391 1986

November 6, 2011
Thanks to everyone who made our Anni Vv e|rse
Nov. |6ttt was great to see so0 many membe|lf s
pi ctOmere were many years of member shillp r
stepMe. have over 200 members on our rofles
or mor el
Thanks also goes to B8ahoehbopfOyrapher, [[l ng
who captured our day, i n pictures




