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Friends: 
 
As most know by now, I have resigned my position as the Senior Minister of 
the First Congregational Church of Madison; it was not an easy decision.   
As this is the high season for stewardship and the church budget for 2012 is 

being formed, I also know that many of us have been expressing opinions about this through their 
financial commitments to the church. 
 

Do you realize how many wars have been fought over money?  Do you know what started the 
Reformation? Aside from the issue of salvation through faith alone, Martin Luther argued with  
the Pope over Romeôs fund-raising policies (the sale of indulgences to finance the rebuilding  
of St. Peterôs). 
 

Money is still one of the touchier subjects for the church.  In some peopleôs minds, spirituality is 
completely separate from economic and lifestyle choices.  So they are always uncomfortable in  
the church in the late fall, no matter whatôs going on.  ñThey are always talking about moneyéò 
 

Interestingly, Jesus never minced words on the subject. Do you think God has no opinion about 
how we use our money or our financial and material obligations as Christians?  Read the Gospel of 
Luke and the first few chapters of the Book of Acts for examples of Godôs fiscal policy.   
Everything we have belongs to God and the church is our vehicle for sharing. 
 

Our church operates on a budget, and if you are a member, you should make a commitment to 
support it.  Not because the church needs your money, but because giving is an inherent quality  
of our life as a Christian family.  When you joined, before God and the congregation, this is what 
you said you would do.  Our church can only make an impact on our community and world when 
every member is providing their spiritual and financial gift(s).  God uses everyoneôs gifts.   
Your pledge card is an opportunity to support the Christian education of children, ministry through 
music, outreach to the community and worldé the list is very long.   
 

In the end, giving to the ministry of Godôs church in Madison is not about getting what  
we want; it is about Godôs will being done; itôs about God getting what God wants. 
 

In 1620, our spiritual ancestors took a physical, spiritual, and financial risk on a voyage to a place 
that had no shelter or food waiting for them.  They felt God called them here, and for most, there 
was no going back.  The trip isnôt finished for our church, or any church, or church member,  
for that matter, who has taken the risk of trusting God. 
 
In the spirit of Thanksgiving, and with prayers for your familyôs 
safety and happiness during the coming holiday,  
I hope to see you soon. 
 
 
Christopher Nichols 
Sr. Pastor 
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A MESSAGE FROM  YOUR  STEWARDSHIP COMMISSION 
 

 Pledges continue to come in significantly behind last year  
and our target for this year. At this writing we have received pledges of $283,101 - $345,000  
was the final number in the 2011 budget.  If the current trend holds, our total 
income will not be sufficient to maintain a level-funded, minimal budget.  
And, since personnel costs are about 65% of our total expenses, that means 
that inevitably we will have to make staff and program reductions. 
 

 Our current projected 2012 deficit of approximately $50,000  is caused 
by three main factors: declining balances in our trust and reserve funds, loss of Senior Center 
rent, and greatly reduced pledges. Members of the FCC Madison can have an impact on only one 
of these causes - the pledge total. At this point there are a great number of pledging members 
from 2011 who have not yet pledged for 2012. We cannot be sure why you are not pledging,  
and if you will. The only certainty is that if the pledge total does not increase soon,  
and dramatically, we will have to reduce employee compensation. 
 

 Our church rules state that one of the duties of Active Members is to ñSupport the Church 
and its benevolent outreach by financial contributions in accordance with conscience, ability, and 
the principles of Christian stewardship.ò  Isn't this a good time for all of us to step back and think 
about what it means to be a Christian, and to fulfill our duties as a member of this Church? 
 

 The future of the First Congregational Church of Madison is at stake! 
 

The Stewardship Commission 

The First Congregational Church of Madison  
 

United Church of Christ  
 

26 Meetinghouse Lane, Madison, CT  

(203) 245-2739 
 

Email:  mainoffice@fccmadison.org  

Web Site:  fccmadison.org  
 

CALL TO ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING 
 

To the active members of the First Congregational Church of Madison, CT 
Pursuant to the rules of the Church: 

 

The Annual Budget Meeting of the First Congregational Church of Madison CT  
will be held on Sunday, December 11, 2011 

in the Meetinghouse immediately following the 10:00 a.m. Service 
 

1. Act upon the proposed budget for Current Expenses and Benevolence for 2012  
 as submitted by the Church Council. 
 

2. Receive the report of the Membership Commission and act upon its recommendations 
for the members of the Stewardship Commission. 

 

3. Motion: Moved by petition to hold a Vote Of Confidence for the 
 Rev. Dr. J. Christopher Nichols,  
 Senior Pastor of the First Congregational Church of Madison. 
 

4. Act upon any other business that may properly come before the Annual Budget Meeting 
of the Church. 

 

    Attest: Kim Malcolm, Clerk of the Church 
    Dated: November 22, 2011 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

òA welcoming and inclusive spiritual community, an Open and Affirming Church.ó 

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=95117079&keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=169
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Fun evenings of group games, discussions ï and food! - are designed to 
help you grow closer to God and your friends.   

Any high school student is welcome  
church membership is not required. 

 

To stay in the loop for GROUP events,  
make sure you are on our e-mail list;  

simply send a message to Rev. C. Nichols (jcn@snet.net). 
 

GROUP! MEETINGðThroughout the year, GROUP meets most Sunday nights at 
5:17p.m., at locations announced during the prior week via e-mail and Facebook. 
 

LEADERSHIP TEAM - Every Thursday at 5:17p.m., a group of students gathers in 
the Church House for fellowship, food, a devotional moment, and planning for 
GROUP events.  All interested students are welcome! 
 

CONFIRMATION is a meaningful, year-long adventure for high school students  
leading toward active membership in the First Congregational church of Madison.  
To participate, simply participate in GROUP activities.  Contact Rev. Nichols for 
more information.. 
 

SILVER LAKE ð Our annual Christmas Weekend Getaway to Silver lake is set for 
Friday, Dec. 2 returning Sun. Dec. 4.  The cost is $85.00.  Contact Laurie in the  
office to sign up.  If there is snow there just may be some creative sledding!!!  
Money and permission slips due by Monday, November 28th.  Call now! 

 
2011 PLEDGES 
 

If you need to check the status of your 2011 pledge,  
please call Marcia Stone at 203-245-2739 ext. 23.  
Thank you for your support. 

 
2012 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

If you requested offering envelopes on your 2012 pledge card, they will be available 
for pickup in Hubley Hall on Sunday Dec 4, 11, 18 and 25.    

If you are not able to get them at any of those times, please call 
Marcia Stone at 203-245-2739 ext. 23.  

Contributions received in those envelopes will be applied to our 
2012 pledge unless you indicate otherwise.   

Please mark your check appropriately. 
Thank you for your support. 

mailto:jcn@snet.net
http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=8842&keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=169
http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=93000864&keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=169
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COME AND JOIN IN THE FUN AND FELLOWSHIP! 
 

COFFEE HOUR - Everyone is invited to Coffee Hour each Sunday  in Hubley Hall,  
conveniently scheduled between services.  Coffee Hour is a great time to meet new 
people, chat with friends, read about or sign up for activities on the commission bulletin 
boards, grab a cup of coffee or tea, and eat delicious food provided by volunteer church 
members. 
 

ADVENT BRUNCH - Our entire church family is invited to our annual Advent Brunch on Sunday,  
December 4

th
 at 11:00 a.m. in Hubley Hall. Our Fellowship Commission will provide 

egg casseroles, sausage, and cinnamon buns.  Our Children & Youth Commission 
will organize Christmas crafts for the kids to enjoy.  Come enjoy this festive  
occasion!!!  Nathan Bayreuther will accompany us as we sing Christmas carols.   
Santa Claus may make a guest appearance!  

 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS CAROLING - All ages of children and adults are welcome to 
go Christmas caroling on Wednesday, December 7

th
 at 6:30 p.m. (rain date 

is Thursday, December 8th).  We will meet in Hubley Hall, go around the local 
neighborhood singing carols and collecting non-perishable food items, and end 
up back in Hubley Hall for cookies and hot chocolate.   

DECEMBER 1STé.DECEMBER 1ST    

CALLING ALL WOMEN OF OUR CHURCH 
 

The Womenôs League  
Annual Christmas Tea  

Dec. 1
st
 at 2:00 p.m. in Hubley Hall. 

 

There will be festive music, friendship, 
and delicious cookies to accompany the 
tea.  So please come and bring a friend.  
In addition there will be time to browse 
and shop for some of the remaining 
ñFairò items.   
 
If you have not received a call from the 
committee and would like to attend, 
please call the Church Office  
245-2739 ext. 20. 
 

Ye Olde Meetinghouse Fair  
 

 
 
 
 
Thanks to all of you who made this 
yearôs Olde Meetinghouse Fair a  
success! You can give yourselves a pat 
on the back. We especially want to 
acknowledge Laurie Satterwhite, Marcia 
Stone, and Wally Stone for their  
important help.  The high school youth 
group assisted   in the final wrap up to 
get the meetinghouse ready for the next 
dayôs events.  
 

For over 60 years the Womenôs League 
has earned funds through this event to 
support their annual activities and to  
donate to selected community needs.  
Patty Holdridge & Loretta James 
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THIS MONTHôS OPPORTUNITIES FROM ADULT MINISTRY AND EDUCATION 
 

Men's Breakfast Group Tuesday mornings 7:00 a.m. in the Parlor of the 
Church House.  Come meet with fellow men of all ages in open  
discussion of God's word!  All men are invited.  For more information, 
contact the church office.  
 

Womenôs Bible Study All women are welcome!   
Join us in the Parlor each Friday from 9:00 - 10:00am.  
A great way to end your week!  

CHRISTMAS IS COMING! 
Outreach Commission is asking you, members and friends, to support 60 children from  
Fair Haven Parentsô Ministry during this- Christmas season.  We will have a Christmas tree 
through out the month of November on a bulletin board in Hubley Hall. The tree will be decorated 
with ornaments that will have a childôs name, age, size and gender on it. We will ask YOU to take 
an ornament, sign that you took a certain childôs, shop for three items, and return the gifts to 
church by the end of November. Mr. Chatman, our contact at Fair Haven, has asked that we drop 
the gifts off early in December. So, we are making this a November giving tree! 
 

We are asking you to buy an article of clothing, a toy or even sports equipment, and some thing 
educational (suggestions include books, school supplies, puzzles  oré) Please put 
your gifts in a bag with the childôs name on it. You might even include wrapping  
paper so that the parents can wrap the gifts themselves! 
 

Thank you for making the childrenôs Christmas a merrier one!  
Please contact Vanessa Ballantine (203-245-3534) or Emily Swank (203- 245-0437) 
for any additional information.  Look for the tree November 1

st
! 

ONGOING OUTREACH PROGRAM - In order to further enhance the Outreach activities of our 
Church, we designate the Plate Collections from the third Sunday of each month for a specific 

Outreach mission.  A representative of the Outreach Commission will tell us 
about the designated mission during a óMission Momentô that week.   
 

The Plate Collections include all undesignated cash/coins in the plate and 
any checks that are identified with the name of the charity on the Memo line 

of the check. (Pledges will continue to be accepted in the Collection Plates on these Sundays in 
pledge  envelopes or by check with "Pledge" or no entry on the Memo line.) 
 

THE DESIGNATED MISSION FOR DECEMBER 17TH IS FAIR HAVEN PARENTSô MINISTRY 
 

Fair Haven Parents" Ministry is a faith based service organization that has been serving  
individuals and families in the New Haven area for the past 47 years.   
 

Services include job training and referral, summer youth programs, energy assistance, and  
distribution of  food. These services are designed to assist individuals and families address their 
needs as well as to seek long term solutions to improve overall living conditions by alleviating the 
conditions of poverty and encouraging self-sufficiency in the community. Onzie Chatman, social 
work coordinator, will be with us on December 17. 
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Hereõs where to get the latest scoop on whatõs happening musically in the 
church!  For even more information, call Nathan at: (203) 245-2739, ext. 21. 

HANDBELL ROTATION FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 
You are invited to play handbells for the 10:00 pm Christmas Eve service!   
The ringing of bells is a wonderful and beautiful experience, and anyone 
wishing to play for Christmas Eve is invited to take part, even if you have 
never played handbells before. The only requirement is that you must make 
at least three of the four rehearsals!  
The rotation is as follows: 
 - Tues. Nov. 29th, 7:30 pm: practice 
 - Tues. Dec. 6th, 7:30 pm: practice 
 - Tues. Dec. 13th, 7:30 pm: practice 
 - Tues. Dec. 20th, 7:30 pm: practice 
 - Sat. Dec 24th, 10:00 pm: PLAY IN CHURCH 
 

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING RECAP 
On Sunday, November 20th, members of the Adult Choir participated in the Interfaith  
Thanksgiving service held at the Christian Science Church of Guilford. A combined ensemble of 
several different choirs from the area sang Eduard Kremserôs Prayer of Thanksgiving,  
Healey Willanôs Now Thank We All Our God and John Rutterôs For the Beauty of the Earth.   
Special thanks to Frank Dodd of Guilfordôs Christ Episcopal Church for organizing the music. 
 

UPCOMING MUSIC AT THE MEETINGHOUSE CHRISTMAS CONCERTS 
Itôs a busy time of year here musically at the church with several 
exciting concerts to which you are invited! Be sure and mark 
them down on your calendars. 

Sunday, Dec. 4th, 4:00 pm: Shoreline Soul with Angela Clemmons 
Sunday, Dec. 11th, 4:00 pm: Madison ABC (ñA Better Chanceò) Holiday Concert 
Saturday, Dec. 17th, 4:00 pm: Madison Cultural Arts Winter Concert 
Sunday, Dec. 18th, 7:00 pm: Messiah with the New Haven Symphony Orchestra 
 

SING WITH THE ADULT CHOIR FOR CHRISTMAS EVE! 
As in past years, anyone who would like to sing with the Adult Choir for the 10:00 pm Christmas 
Eve service is welcome to start attending Thursday evening rehearsals 
in the Chapel from 7:15-8:45 pm.  Interested singers are requested to 
start attending no later than Thursday, December 1st. 
 

The choir will be presenting several new Christmas anthems including 
Craig Courtneyôs The Yearning, a beautiful and moving piece which 
tells of the spiritual hunger felt before the birth of Christ. John Rutterôs 
fast and joyful Star Carol is another recent addition to our  
music library that will also be sung with the Treble and Chancel Choirs 
on Sunday, December 18th. Much more music will be presented! 
 

We hope you will join usðplease get in touch with Nathan beforehand so he can prepare music 
for you.  Thank you! 
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òMidnight Miracleó Christmas Eve Pageant 
Children of all ages are invited to participate!  We will rehearse on, Tuesday nights, beginning 
next week Nov. 29

th
 and during Sunday School in December.  We are looking for speaking and 

non-speaking parts.  Speaking parts are geared toward children in grades 4-8, but there are many 
opportunities to participate no matter what age you are!   
 

Continuing Rehearsal Schedule: 
November 29

th
, Tuesday, 5:30 ï 7:00 p.m. ï Hubley Hall,  

Grades 4
th
 ï 8

th
  

 

December 6th, Tuesday, 5:30 ï 7:00 p.m. ï Hubley Hall. 
Prek-3

rd
 grade 5:30 ï 6:30 p.m.,  

4
th
 ï 8

th
 grade 5:30 ï 7:00pm 

 

December 13th, Tuesday, 5:30 ï 7:00 p.m. ï Meetinghouse Sanctuary - All ages.   
 Please, remember that snacks and beverages are not allowed in the pews  
 

December 20
th
, Tuesday, 5:00pm ï 7:00pm ïUndercroft - All ages  

Pizza and costumes!  5:30 ï dress rehearsal in the Sanctuary. 
 

December 24
th
, Saturday, 4:15pm Prompt!  ïUndercroft to get costumes on.   

5:00pm ï Christmas Eve Family Service includes the pageant. 
 

We will need any available adults to help rehearse lines and maintain controlled chaos.   
This is a wonderful, fun tradition at FCC.  Come be a part of it! 
 

Yours in Faith & Fun, 
Lyn Lunn & Nathan Bayreuther 
lynlunn@fccmadison.org  nbayreuther@fccmadison.org 

The First Snow Talent Show!!!! 

Saturday, December 10th 7:00 p.m., Hubley Hall 
Come enjoy an evening of entertainment as the FCC youth, ages 4 th  grade 

through Senior High, share their talents!!!  
Weõll have musicians, singers, dancers and much more! 

 

Suggested donation $10 for adults, $6.00 for students  

This is a fundraiser hosted by the Senior High Youth Group  

to support their future mission trips.  
 

Inviting youth ages 4
th
 grade through Senior High to share your talent.   

Calling all voices, musicians, comedians, poets, jugglers, dancers,  
xylophonists or any other God given talents! 

 

Interested in participating?  Email Julia Keene ï jkeene14@gmail.com ASAP 
Please include your name, age and a description of your act. 

 

 
Important dates to know: 

Thursday, Dec. 8
th
 ï 4:00pm ï 6:00pm ï Dress Rehearsal in Hubley Hall 

Saturday, Nov. 10
th
 ï 7:00pm show (acts arrive at 6:00pm) 

mailto:lynlunn@fccmadison.org
mailto:nbayreuther@fccmadison.org
mailto:jkeene14@gmail.com
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From Rev. Chris Nicholsð 
 

Are you okay?  We always hope that your involvement with the 
church brings you spiritual encouragement and the support of 
friends.  My door is open to you if you find yourself faced with a  
problem or crisis that you are not sure how to handle.  In the case of 
spiritual questions or crisis, we will talk and pray together.  In the case 
of financial challenges, there are funds available to help church members with 
food, etc.  In the case of other issues such as depression, family stress, mental 
health issues, or substance abuse problems, we will discuss how best to meet your 
needs.  

 

Feel free to call me or Rev. Boyd Johnson,   
or come by the church office.   

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

ñSHARING AND PRAISING OUR LORD TOGETHERò 
11:45 am to 12:30 pm Sundays in the Chapel. 

The service begins with a Praise Group of singers 
and musicians who lead the Congregation in 
song. The lyrics and inspirational photos & images 
are displayed on a large screen in our beautiful 
Chapel.  
Pastor Rev. Chris Nichols delivers the same  
inspiring message as he does in the  
Traditional Service along with a time for Prayer.  

FROM THE WORSHIP COMMISSION 
 

December 11, 2011 is our Annual Church Budget meeting  
which will take place immediately following the 10:00 A.M. service. 

 
We encourage all of our Contemporary Service attendees to attend  
the 10:00 A.M. service which will feature a grass roots choir made up of  
volunteer members from both services.  This choir will be directed by  
Nathan Bayreuther and feature music from both our worship services. 

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=21260&keywords=pastoral%20care&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=
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Sunday, December 18 th   
3:00 ð 5:00 p.m.  

 

We will celebrate  

Rev. Nicholsõ wonderful ministry among us 

and wish him and his family well  

as they begin a new chapter in their lives!  
 

Watch for more details!!  

WORSHIP ON WEDNESDAY 
 

All are invited to WOW on Wed. December 21st  
7:30 p.m. in the Chapel  

"Celebrating Christmas".   
 

Our Director of Music Ministry, Nathan Bayreuther,  
will play your Christmas carol requests for us to sing together.   
The service will include special music, prayers, and readings.   

 

If you would like to share a poem, prayer, song,  
or play a musical instrument, please email Alison Hubley at alisonhubley@gmail.com. 

 

If you need a ride, please contact the church office by Dec. 16th. 
After the service we will connect with fellowship and refreshments. 

Holiday Giving Opportunity  
 

At Christmas time, the Women's League is asking for donations of new 
gifts to support the psychiatric patients at Conn. Valley Hospital.   
Most of the patients have been abandoned by their families and so  
receive no gifts.  We can help.  Below is a list of suggestions from CVH 
of acceptable/non-acceptable items.    A box will be outside the  
Main Office for your donations.  No need to wrap your donation.   

 

Menôs and womenôs ï shirts, socks, sweatshirts, slipper socks, sleepwear, 
sport t-shirts ï larger sizes are best; fleece blankets, hats, gloves, wallets 
Also appreciated are art supplies, puzzles, wrapping paper and ribbon.   
(No sharp items, glass containers, belts or cash, please.) 

 

Thank you.  God Bless. And Merry Christmas to all, The Women's League 

mailto:alisonhubley@gmail.com
http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=5296&keywords=christmas%20help&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=
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HELP US HELP YOU 
 

If you or a family member is in need of Pastoral care  
at home or the hospital,  

please call Rev. Nichols at( 203) 245-2739 x-22, or 203-318-0044. 

 
FCCMADISON.ORG ï Have you checked out our website  
lately?  Youôll find links to our Facebook page or sign up for  
regular email notification of events and electronic delivery of 
the Meetinghouse News and so much more.  Enjoy!! 

LAY CARING MINISTRY 
Thank you, FCC 
 

 ñDriving Miss Grace.ò   Thatôs how the Lay Caring Ministry  
affectionately refers to an ongoing activity of the First Congrega-
tional Church Chauffeurs (FCCC). The chauffeurs are church mem-
bers who volunteer to drive homebound congregants to church services,  
meetings, or medical appointments.  Our ñMiss Graceò is Grace Seastrand,   
a vibrant and gracious 98-year-old lady who, in her younger years, danced on  
roller skates with her husband.  She was active in our church in many ways,  
including serving meals to the Men Over 60 group. Grace has outlived most of her 
family and has no one nearby.  

 

Grace is not homebound, but Ed, the love of her golden 
years, has been in a nursing home in Durham since 
February 2011.  So that Grace and Ed can see each 
other frequently, FCC chauffeurs have been driving 
Grace to Durham each Tuesday and Thursday  
afternoon.  On a recent trip, Grace kept asking me how 
she could thank ñthese wonderful people, they wonôt 
take money, and gas is so expensive. ò  I promised to 
include her thanks in this article and let everyone know 
how grateful she feels. Grace and Ed send their love 
and thanks to Boyd and  

Barbara, Carol, Cindy, Helena, Kris and Ed, Marilyn, Marinus and Willy, and Vicki.  
Your little act of kindness helps keep this long-distance love affair in bloom.   
May we all be so blessed in our golden years.   
 

 Carol Robbins, Lay Caring Ministry 
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In Recognition of  

Our Longstanding Members  
 

1939ñ1986 
 

November 6, 2011 
 

 

 
Thanks to everyone who made our Anniversary Celebration such a success on  
Nov. 6th.  It was great to see so many members attend and stay for the group  
picture.  There were many years of membership represented on our church 
steps.  We have over 200 members on our roles that have been members 25 years 
or more!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thanks also goes to our photographer, Inger Schoelkopf,  
who captured our day, in pictures.   


